Changing antitrust prospects for hospital mergers.
The courts recently decided in favor of plans in three cities to merge hospitals, despite government arguments that such mergers would be anticompetitive. Is this a harbinger of a change in prospects for merger? Lawyers and consultants say that final court disposition of current appeals could determine future government action to enforce the antitrust laws. In the meantime, they offer seven tips for optimizing chances of winning approval of a merger.